.
Opinions differ with regard to the transmissibility of leptospira from the mother to the embryonic guinea-pig. Thus, Costa and Troisier (1916) reported that leptospirae could penetrate through the placenta as. shown by the transmission of infection by inoculation of the amniotic fluid. However, Buchanan (1927) Of the two remaining pregnant animals, especially the one which showed a fairly heavy infection of the blood, the presence of leptospirse was demonstrated in the sections of the foetal liver.
Conclusion
Young guinea-pigs born 30 hours after the infective inoculation of the mother showed no evidence of infection at birth. The infection at a later period was apparently acquired by association with the infected mother. Definite evidence of the transmission of leptospirse from the mother to the embryonic guinea-pig has been obtained, and is shown by the presence of the organism in the sections of the fcetal liver; the' work of Saenz is thus supported.
